
Things to Look Out For...

There are a few lessons I have learned as a result in engaging in the fun art of experimenting. I
was a bit naive (and I guess I remain so) coming to the world of internet communication. I
made some naive assumptions and have been surprised, amused and sometimes angered by
what I have encountered. However, overall and taking all things in equal measure, the internet
has provided a rich source of information, communication and knowledge. The experiences
you have on the internet are shaped by the people you meet and just as the driving behaviour of
a person reveals much about their personality, the internet also tends to amplify or exaggerate
personal characteristics. People you meet can be broadly broken down into different groups
who all have their place. From my point of view, some have been more helpful than others.
Note of course that we all fit into one group or another to some extent at some time - including
myself.

The Dreamers

Characterised by the love of experimentation and always dreaming of making a new discovery
or different approach. I tend to lump myself in with this lot (you might have different
opinion). Flits from one technological flower to another (look at my website :-). Says they are
going to do this and that, but actually usually only half finishes most things. Once the
challenge of learning something new is gone its onto the next challenge.

The Practicians

Keep and eye out for the members of this group. These are the ones that I reckon you should
associate with if you are into experimentation. They are identified by being moderate,
supportive (even when they might think what you are doing is a bit off the wall) and are more
interested in having a go than simulating and analysing things to death. Usually, but not
always, have a site filled with practical information on how to do things and what they have
done.

The Analysts

No matter what you idea you have he can find a million reasons why it is not practical, not
useful, or has already been done (usually by himself in some obscure way). Usually associated
with extensive mathematical analysis applied to almost any question, even the most passing
casual remark. Keep clear of a member of this group as he can run you ragged in circular
arguments for months. Don't try and compete - he is an expert. I do experimentation as an
exercise in freedom of thought. Beware the technological thought police.

The Egotists

Don't get me wrong - I have nothing against ego. I have a fairly healthy one myself. If you
didn't have an ego you might not get out of bed in the mornings !!! It is just that ego should be
applied in reasonable quantities - like chili sauce - just enough spices things up - too much is a
major irritation. Usually associated with trumpeting that everything they do is better, bigger,
faster and just plain superior to anything you might have the temerity to proffer. Can
sometimes engage in intellectual sabotage - arising from the fear that you might do something
that is better than their efforts. Desiderata.
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The Nutters

There's room for all persuasions. My website has attracted more than several from this group
over time - especially the radio astronomy section (some see this as communicating with
aliens). Be kind - I definitely don't believe in aliens, but they could be right and you wouldn't
want to pass up a ride in an alien spacecraft (without the obligatory medical examination thank
you very much) would you ?

Conclusion

Associate with those who have a like mind and tolerate others that don't with as much humour
as you can muster. Don't let them upset you or discourage you. Remember, experimentation
is meant to be fun and is meant to be a freedom from restriction in thought. I have a 9 - 5 job
which provides me with all the "fun" I need.

E-mail me with comments, suggestions and corrections.
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